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of the relations subsisting between the Government, the
Legislature and the country at large? 2
It is interesting to note that neither House of Parliament
has rescinded the Resolutions which make it a breach of Privi-
lege to publish reports of parliamentary debates. It is, there-
fore, still a technical Breach of Privilege for a newspaper to
publish such reports. In fact, however, accommodation and
facilities are provided for the press at the Houses of Parlia-
ment, and the rule against publication would only be enforced
if misrepresentation had occurred.
Hansard is now available in a daily edition and (at a
slightly reduced price) in a weekly edition. Various proposals
for improving the format of Hansard and thus increasing its
popularity have been discussed from time to time. One dis-
tinguished parliamentarian has written: "I see no reason why
more public money should not be spent in order to enable
Hansard to be widely distributed as a penny daily paper or as
an attractively got up weekly." 8
THE PRESS
For the majority of citizens the chief source of informa-
tion about Parliament is the daily press. The proportion of
space devoted to Parliament and the style of treatment varies
from paper to paper. The Times always prints a full, sober,
and objective report, and fact and comment are clearly dis-
tinguished. The mass-circulation papers devote less space to
parliamentary news, tend to mingle fact and comment, and
are liable to select what they consider "sensational" items to
report rather than the really significant. Most papers, in pre-
senting parliamentary news, inevitably reflect some bias, and
some papers are avowed exponents of a political party.
* 1848, L.R. IV, QJB., 82.
* Amery, op. cit., p. 56.